
Noon Bible Study: Genesis 23 
Genesis 23:1-2 - Sarah Dies

In a sad moment marking an end of an era, Abraham’s wife Sarah dies.  She died at the age of 127 and is the only woman 
in the Bible whose exact age at death is given. Certainly we know the significance of that detail.  Sarah had 37 years 
with her son Isaac who was born when she was 90.

Sarah lived a full and good life.  She was Abraham’s closest companion.  She journeyed with him away from his family in 
Ur to the foreign land of Canaan.  She heard and waited for the promises God had made to Abraham.  She walked with him 
from place to place as they sojourned. This included “interesting” stops in Egypt and Gerar where she was “given” to 
Pharaoh and Abimelech.  It was her idea to give Hagar to Abraham to speed up the whole father of many nations process 
and that choice affected her years later as her servant turned surrogate mocked her even after Isaac was born.

Sarah had some great moments and some bad ones too.  Yet, like Abraham, the inclusion of both her faithfulness and her 
flaws is evidence of God’s grace and goodness towards humanity.

In fact, Sarah is held in Scripture as a model wife and woman of faith:

1 Peter 3:3-6 NLT - Don't be concerned about the outward beauty of fancy hairstyles, expensive jewelry, or 
beautiful clothes. 4 You should clothe yourselves instead with the beauty that comes from within, the unfading 
beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is so precious to God. 5 This is how the holy women of old made 
themselves beautiful. They trusted God and accepted the authority of their husbands. 6 For instance, Sarah 
obeyed her husband, Abraham, and called him her master. You are her daughters when you do what is right 
without fear of what your husbands might do.

And with her death, mourning Abraham now looks to honor her with not only a burial, but a place for their family to 
rest in peace.

Genesis 23:3-7 - Abraham Seeks To Bury Sarah

v. 3 - “Sons of Heth” (NASB) are also known as the Hitittes (see ESV, NIV etc)

Abraham approaches the people of Kiriath-arba (Hebron) about burying his wife in their land.  Abraham describes himself 
as “a stranger and sojourner among you.”  Even though he’s been living in the land for decades, he still confesses this 
about himself.  This is a man who has the Abrahamic Covenant flowing through his body.

The people of the land not only agree to give him some of the choice land, but confess that Abraham is a “mighty prince 
among us” (v. 6).  Abraham calls himself a pilgrim, the people look at him as a prince.  This phrase “mighty prince (NASB)” 
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is literally the words “God prince” or “prince of God” (elohim nasi).  What a reputation to have!  And in honor, Abraham 
bows before this people.

Genesis 23:8-12 - Abraham Has A Particular Place In Mind

Abraham is grateful that the people are willing to respond to his request.  Abraham follows up with a more specific 
request.  Abraham asks the elders if they would be willing to ask Ephron, the son of Zohar, for the cave of Machpelah, 
which is located on land he owns.

Ephron, who happens to be sitting at the gate (the place where city officials and elders would often meet for matters of 
state) and not only agrees to allow Abraham to have the land for his burial place, but offers to give it to Abraham at 
no charge!  Abraham humbly bows low before the people for a second time.

Genesis 23:13-16 - Abraham Wants To Buy The Cave

Even though Ephron offers to give Abraham the cave, Abraham insists on buying it from him.  Ephron’s asking price is 400 
shekels of silver.  It’s unclear exactly what that unit of measure meant at that time, but it seems to be a significant 
price tag.  Without hesitation, Abraham buys the land.

Why do you think Abraham wants to buy the land and not just accept it as a gift?

There are a few things that could be happening here.  First, we have already read that Abraham was determined to not 
entangle himself in the affairs of his neighbors.  Way back in Genesis 14, we read that Abraham didn’t want to accept 
any rewards offered to him by the kings he rescued.  The text said:

Genesis 14:22-23 NLT - Abram replied to the king of Sodom, "I solemnly swear to the LORD, God Most High, Creator 
of heaven and earth, 23 that I will not take so much as a single thread or sandal thong from what belongs to 
you. Otherwise you might say, 'I am the one who made Abram rich.'

Perhaps a similar thing is happening here.  Secondly, by handling this matter legally and publically, it would ensure 
that this deal was official and binding.  A private gifting or backroom deal could have been disputed later by Ephron’s 
descendants.  “We don’t remember our father telling us he gave this to you! What do you have to prove that this land is 
yours Abraham!?”  So that is taken off the table by this public sale.  Abraham’s intentions are to not only use this cave 
for Sarah’s burial but for his own, and his sons after him.  (That in fact, is exactly what happens.)

Genesis 23:17-20 - Abraham Takes Possession Of The Land

The reading of these verses sound very much like a legal deed we would find in our city clerk’s offices today.  It 
describes the land, the boundary, and the parties involved.  This was an official and binding exchange.  Once the 
business is done, Abraham is able to bury Sarah at last.

In these final verses we see why Abraham wanted this place for Sarah and his family.  Verse 17 describes the location 
like this: “the field and cave and all the surrounding trees that was Ephron’s field, which was in Machpelah, which 
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faced Mamre.”  Sarah’s body is going to be buried in a cave which is in a field which faces Mamre.  Do you remember 
Mamre?

Genesis 13:14-18 14 - The LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, "Now lift up your eyes and look 
from the place where you are, northward and southward and eastward and westward; 15 for all the land which 
you see, I will give it to you and to your descendants forever. 16 "I will make your descendants as the dust of 
the earth, so that if anyone can number the dust of the earth, then your descendants can also be numbered. 17 
"Arise, walk about the land through its length and breadth; for I will give it to you." 18 Then Abram moved his 
tent and came and dwelt by the oaks of Mamre, which are in Hebron, and there he built an altar to the LORD.

Genesis 17:1-8 - Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, "I am 
God Almighty; Walk before Me, and be blameless. 2 "I will establish My covenant between Me and you, And I will 
multiply you exceedingly." 3 Abram fell on his face, and God talked with him, saying, 4 "As for Me, behold, My 
covenant is with you, And you will be the father of a multitude of nations. 5 "No longer shall your name be 
called Abram, But your name shall be Abraham; For I will make you the father of a multitude of nations. 6 "I 
will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make nations of you, and kings will come forth from you. 7 "I 
will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you throughout their generations for 
an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your descendants after you. 8 "I will give to you and to your 
descendants after you, the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and 
I will be their God." 

Genesis 17:15-16 - Then God said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but 
Sarah shall be her name. 16 "I will bless her, and indeed I will give you a son by her. Then I will bless her, and 
she shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her."

Genesis 18:1 - Now the LORD appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre, while he was sitting at the tent door in the 
heat of the day.

Abraham has come back to the place where God first appeared to him, where the covenant promises were made. Where the 
promise of Sarah bearing a son was first spoken.  And this will be the very place where Sarah was be laid to rest, 
literally in the place that “faced Mamre”.

And with that, a brief, 20 verse chapter in Genesis, which at first glance seems to be sort of lifeless, ends.  But something is 
happening quietly here that we have to hear.  Abraham’s wife, the promised “mother of nations” has died.  And he’s mourning this 
loss.  But even in sorrow, Abraham remains fixed on the promises of God.

Genesis 23 is the first recording of a burial in all of the Bible.  And in this moment, Abraham not only embraces the significance 
of Mamre, the place where he met the LORD, but he is also looking towards the ultimate fulfilment of the full promise God has 
made.

We shouldn’t be naive to think that God has brought his word to Abraham to pass.  He hasn’t.  Abraham is old, his wife is now 
gone and he has one kid, Isaac.  That’s a far cry from sand of the seashore and stars of the sky.  He confesses to be a stranger 
in the land, which is a far cry from “possessing the gates of his enemies.”  But, there is movement here we have to see.
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In Genesis 23 Abraham makes a deal with Ephron to buy the field in Machpelah.  At first glance this happens because it serves the 
purpose of burying his wife.  But with this act, which this purchase, Abraham, for the first time in the entire story of Abraham 
owns a piece of the land for himself.  Up until now, he’s been moving from place to place, setting up tent after tent.  And though 
he’s not going to ever live in this field - this field is Abraham’s.

Do you see what is happening here?  It looks like the story is coming to close and yet the story of Abraham, the father of many 
nations, who has been promised to inherit the land is just beginning.  One son, one field.  Seems to the outsider to be very 
insignificant, but to those of us who are following along with the story, we are rejoicing - if we are watching and listening. 
 And as long as there is a son and a field, there’s hope.

And in this moment, we are reminded about our lives today.  So much of what we hope for is not seen.  Our longing for this world 
to be made new is just a longing.  In some places in our world and in this age, things aren’t getting better, they are getting 
worse.  People are dying, evil people are thriving and with each day we’re closer to our own burial.  Yet, if our hearts are 
discouraged and anxious or overwhelmed, then we surely have forgotten about hope.  Hope isn’t what we see, it’s what we are 
waiting for. Faith is what we have now, love is how we live now, but hope, hope is that which is to come.  

And so Abraham buries his wife in his own little acre, but he does it in hope.  And then the next day (in the next chapter) he’s 
going to go get his son a wife.  Abraham owns a field and a cave and has a son, but what we has more than that is hope - hope 
rooted in the faithful God, who doesn’t always work according to our plan and schedule but who is always at work and can be 
counted on and hoped in.

So Abraham has one son and he has one field but he has hope.  He’s a stranger still in his land, but he has hope.  His wife is 
buried, but he has hope.  And each day as he walks with God, he moves closer to that day when his hope will no longer be hope but 
it will be his life.  

Walk on child of God, with hope in your God.
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